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Final Portfolio Project 
 
Directions: For your final portfolio you will submit your argument essay, substantially revised, in 
addition to a reflective essay assignment, which will ask you to critically reflect on and discuss 
nearly every aspect of your work for this course. 
 
Note: If you would like to submit two substantially revised essays (your argument essay and 
either Project 1 or 3) then you may do so for the opportunity either to earn back one absence or 
extra credit. In order to receive this bonus, your revised essays must be excellent. They should 
demonstrate that you have incorporated your peers’ and my feedback. They must be polished (no 
major spelling or grammar errors). They should be at least B/A-level work. In other words, it will be 
possible, but not easy to earn this reward. Impress me. This portfolio will still require a reflective 
essay as well.  
 
What do you mean by “substantially revised?” 

 I do not mean just editing, or making small line changes to spelling or punctuation (although 
you should polish all of these things anyway).  

 I do mean you should make substantive or essential changes, including additions and/or cuts 
if necessary. 

 Add new sources or quotes if necessary. 

 Sharpen the focus and strengthen your argument. Revise your thesis if needed.  

 Look at the feedback you received from your classmates during peer workshop 

 Look at my feedback and margin comments so you know which areas to improve. 

 Meet the page requirement (4 minimum!) if you did not do so the first time.  
 
What if I got a good grade on my argument paper? 

 Congratulations!  

 Seriously. But it can still be improved. If you can’t figure out what to work on, come talk to 
me and I will help you find something.  

 
What is the Reflective Essay? 

 3-4 double-spaced pages 

 Think of the reflective essay as an argument paper. You have three primary objectives: 
1. State and argue for the grade you believe you deserve on your portfolio. This statement 

will serve as your thesis. 
2. Describe in specific detail how your writing process and your understanding of writing has 

developed. These statements will be your premises. 
3. Provide specific, hard evidence to support your argument. The only source of evidence is 

your portfolio of written work. Explain your editorial decisions. Refer to the 
development of your draft.  

 Arguments referring to specific documents, decisions, and evidence are persuasive. General 
statements have no persuasive power. Keep in mind; it might be helpful to think of your 
goal as to convince me you have achieved the objectives stated in the Course 
Outcomes (see below). 
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 Address the manner in which your writing and understanding of writing has evolved.  For 
example, if you had an idea for a draft from a writing exercise, and then generated a draft 
that had some organizational problems that your group pointed out, and then you made 
changes that fixed the problem; then tell me about the writing exercise, the draft responses 
that were helpful and how you fixed the problems in the drafts. It is also useful to identify 
problems in drafts and discuss changes you would like to make if you had the time.  
This demonstrates an awareness of weaknesses and opportunities for improvement. It is 
important to explain what problems you found, the changes you made or would have made 
if you had time, the reasoning behind your changes and explain how these changes 
have or will improve your draft.   

 
Mistakes to Avoid: 
* Arguing that you spent a lot of time on a given paper and therefore deserve a good grade is 

pointless.  I do not evaluate the amount of time you worked, but what you did with your 
time. Explain the problems you noticed in drafts, how you fixed them, and why.   

* Arguing that the paper makes sense to you and that you like you draft is a way of demonstrating you 
are unaware of your audience.   

* Often, reflection letters are not specific.  Poor letters do not provide specific examples of 
improvement drawn from drafts, responses or other sources.   

* Letters that fail to argue for a grade fail to demonstrate your understanding of your writing. You 
must state a specific grade and explain why you deserve it. Don’t overshoot or underestimate 
your work. 

*Arguing that you completed all the assignments and came to class every day on time makes you 
eligible for a C. An ‘A’ grade is awarded to student work that is superior.  Tell me why your 
work is superior!  

* These letters should be some of your best writing. A sentence lobbying for a high grade that is full 
of grammatical errors, poor organization, and a lack of focus hurts you. 

 
GEC Course Outcomes 
1. the student is able to develop a topic and present ideas through writing in an organized, logical, 
and coherent form and in a style that is appropriate for the discipline and the situation. 
2. the student can observe conventions of Standard English grammar, punctuation, spelling, and 
usage. 
3. the student can write a coherent analytical essay [considering the] rhetorical situation or through 
written communication effectively analyze the components of an argument. 
4. the student can find, use, and cite relevant information. 
 
How and when do I submit this to you? 

 On Blackboard! Go to the HomepageCourse MaterialsFinal Portfolio dropbox 

 Submit everything in ONE .doc or .docx file by Tuesday, December 9, 11:59 PM 


