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 Project 2: Writing a Compare and Contrast Paper 
 
Instructions: In this 5-7 page paper, you will develop a compare and contrast argument that analyzes 
a poetic technique as it contributes to an overall theme you observe in the work of a poet or poets. 
You may go about this in one of two ways: 
 
Option 1: Write an analysis of a certain poetic technique (rhythm, rhyme, diction, alliteration, 
imagery, etc.) that you find in the work of two or more poets. You should examine how this poetic 
technique is used or applied in each poet’s work, as well as how it contributes to an overall theme 
you observe in their work. Here are some sample topics to consider (see also Literature for Life p. 
189): 

 The use of diction in poetry by William Wordsworth, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Claudia 
Rankine as prophets of social change 

 The use of imagery in poetry by Sylvia Plath and Kim Addonizio as they discuss what it 
means to be a woman in the twentieth century  

 The use of meter in the poetry of Robert Hayden, Rhina Espaillat, Theodore Roethke, and 
Diane Thiel as they address complex relations between fathers and children 

 
Option 2: Write an analysis of a certain poetic technique (rhythm, rhyme, diction, alliteration, 
imagery, etc.) that you find in two or more poems by the same poet, which share a characteristic 
thematic concern. (LFL contains “Poet in Depth” collections that may be helpful).  Here are some 
possible topics: 

 Emily Dickinson’s use of capitalization and treatment of individuality and conformity 

 Wilfred Owen’s use of metaphor and treatment of the nobility of war 

 Rhyme scheme and depictions of romantic love in the sonnets of William Shakespeare  
 
Objectives: This paper will demonstrate your developing knowledge of several of the course 
objectives, as outlined below and on your syllabus. 
 
Academic Discourse: a student passing English 130 should be able to demonstrate an 
understanding of academic discourse in the following ways:  

 Identify and understand the development and use of academic conventions and practices 
specific to literary analysis.  

 Integrate the conventions and practices of literary critical discourse in their own writing.  

 Compose a persuasive, critical argument making use of primary and secondary sources.   
Knowledge of Poetry: an acceptable knowledge of poetry requires the following: 

 Identify and distinguish various poetic genres, forms, and styles. 

 Identify and explain factors (historical, cultural, economic, political) that affect poetic 
expression.  

 Recognize common, critical terms specific to the poetic effort and the study of poetry. 
 
Your paper must develop a strong argument and should be at least 5 pages (and no more than 7). 
 
Draft due: Tuesday, March 26 
Final Draft due: Thursday, April 4 


